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Special Needs Math Olympiad 


The Special Needs De- 
partment students just 
participated in their Fifth 
Annual Math Olympi- 

ad. During the Olympiad, 
students competed at 
their math level in five 
different catego- 

ries: rekenrek, count-by, 
number sentences, sprints, 
and story problems. All 
students were challenged 
to try their best, which 
resulted in some surpris- 
ing categorical wins. The 
top three students from 
each age group (ES, MS, 
HS) who, overall, received 
the most points will go on 


to compete in the school- 
wide Math Olympiad in 
May. Please congratulate 
the students listed on the 
right when you see them. 


A Note from Jean Pierre 


Starting on May 2nd, I 
will send out the staff re- 
source lists from the text- 
book and resource librar- 
ies to your departmental 
secretaries. Your secre- 
taries will forward the 
lists to all staff. When 
you receive your list, 
please ensure that all ma- 
terials and textbooks on 
your list are in your pos- 
session. That gives you 


some time to do inventory 
for yourself. During [EP 
week (on May 19th-22nd), 


ES Overall Winners 


Ist: Ricardo Terrasaz 
2nd: Odtoniel Riquelme 
3rd: Daniela Soto 


MS Overall Winners 


Ist: Fernando Reyes 
2nd: Donte Mosqueda 
3rd: Glen Lugo 


HS Overall Winners 
Ist: Julio Trujillo 
2nd: Samuel Ramirez 


3rd: Matthew Rojas 


-Lisa Kuntzsch-Beck 


you can return all materi- 
als and books to the Cur- 
riculum Department. If 
you are teaching summer 
school, please contact 
your curriculum special- 
ist. Any questions or con- 
cerns, please email me at 
jring(@csdr- 


cde.ca.gov. Thank you! 
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“Ideally, students 
should be able to 
focus their mental 
energy on 
answering the test 
questions rather 
than on the physical 
act of keyboarding” 
-Melissa Brown 
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Bilingual Best Practices 2013-2014 


Congratulations to the par- 
ticipants of this year’s BBP 
group: Hetty Rothenberg, 
Elizabeth Durham, Peter 
Trzesniewski, Gloria 
Daniels, Ken Clark, 
Brandon Bowdidge, 
Bill Mather, Ian 
Goldstein, Robert 
Johansmeyer, Wes 
Rinella, Sarah Shu- 
lenberger (not pic- 
tured, and Shanna 
Grossinger (not pic- 
tured). They have 
officially completed 
the year-long program in 
which they learned about 


various bilingual practices 
and how to bring both lan- 
guages into their classrooms 
to enhance student literacy 
development. Mentors Lisa 
Chute and Scarlett Valencia 
led one all-day seminar last 
fall, and then followed up 
with five after-school semi- 
nars, the last one being on 
Tuesday, April 22. Partici- 
pants earned certificates of 
completion and now join a 
big group of former STAR, 
AEBPD, and BBP gradu- 
ates here at CSDR. The aim 
of this program is to make 
sure that all our instruction- 


al staff members are knowl- 
edgeable about the bilingual 
education program that 
CSDR uses and are able to 
teach our students both ASL 
and English using a variety 
of bilingual strategies and 
approaches. If you have not 
been through the Bilingual 
Best Practices program yet, 
please send an e-mail to Lisa 
or Scarlett to let them know 
so they can include you for 
the next year’s group. 


Student Technology Skills for the Smarter Balanced Assessment 


The second Friday of April, the 
instructional division took part in 
a training to help us understand 
the technology skills students 
must have in order to take the 
Smarter Balanced assessment. 
Erik Lasiewski and Rene Visco 
shared a list of these skills which 
are available on the following 
website: http://www.cde.ca.gov/ 


ta/tg/sa/question-types.asp 


Their presentation took us 
through the technology related 
standards, and had us take a 
closer look at the importance of 
keyboarding. Beginning in 


fourth grade, students will be 
required to answer questions by 
entering text using a keyboard. 
Ideally, students should be able 
to focus their mental energy on 
answering the test questions ra- 
ther than on the physical act of 
keyboarding. How do we know if 
our students keyboarding skills 
are affecting their test scores? As 
a general rule, students should be 
able to type five words per mi- 
nute times their current grade 
level. For example, fifth grade 
students should be able to type 25 


words per minute (5 X 5 = 25). If 


students are typing slower than 
they should be, they may not be 
focusing enough mental energy on 
their written responses. Current- 
ly, our high school keyboarding 
assessment indicates our average 
net word per minute is 13. There 
is a plan in place to help increase 
keyboarding skills in all depart- 
ments and already, we are seeing 
an increase in our younger stu- 
dents. If your class would like 
additional assistance with key- 
boarding skills, please contact 
Rene Visco. 


-Melissa Brown 


Book Trends at CSDR Student Library 


As a Teacher Librarian, I have 
the unique opportunity to see 
what students like to read by how 
often books are requested. The 
Elementary students — most no- 
ticeably the Fifth Grade found 
J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter 
books, Gone series by Michael 
Grant, and almost all of Rick 
Riordan’s books to be very popu- 
lar. This includes the teachers 
who are also reading these 

books. The MS are reading a 
wide variety of books that it is 
hard to keep track of what’s 


trending — however a majority of 
them have been reading books 
selected for the Battle of the 
Books established by Gallaudet 
University. 


So far, the HS students have had 
an amazing year of seeing Young 
Adults books turn into movies 
and this trend will keep grow- 
ing. Look to the summer block- 
buster list of movies to see which 
books have been transformed into 
movies. So far, The Fault in Our 
Stars by John Green and Diver- 


gent by Veronica Roth, along 
with the Maze Runner by James 
Dashner are in high demand by 
the students, and they are movies 
as well. With the Hunger Games 
movies nearing its conclusion, the 
books have been flying off the 
shelves and I expect to see re- 
quests for more copies of Mock- 
ingjay by Suzanne Collins in the 
upcoming school year. 


-Mary Margaret Kopcho 
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Bilingual Education 


Bilingualism is knowing and 
using two languages in every- 
day situations by an individu- 
al. Deaf people are bilingual 
because they use both Ameri- 
can Sign Language (ASL) and 
English on a daily basis. A 
person does not have to be 
equally proficient in both lan- 
guages to be considered bilin- 
gual. 


In our school-wide ASL/ 
English bilingual program, 
students become bilingual by 
receiving content instruction 
in both ASL and English. The 
use of both social and academ- 
ic ASL and English promotes 


at CSDR 


higher levels of language and 
literacy development, helping 
students become fluent read- 
ers, writers, and users of ASL 
and English. Our emphasis is 
on keeping academic work 

at grade level in both lan- 
guages at all times. 


Our K-12 classroom teachers 
are competent ASL and Eng- 
lish users, and many of 

them receive on-going train- 
ing and support in ASL/ 
English bilingual methodolo- 
gies (e.g., BBP, AEBPD and 
PLC). A full-time ASL Lan- 
guage Arts teacher sup- 

port individual and classroom 
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needs for both students and 
teachers in each department 
(ECE, ES, MS & SN). In the 
HS Dept., all HS language 
arts teachers teach both ASL 
and English. 


More assessment, curriculum 
and instructional training 

and support are being planned 
to ensure continuing quality 
bilingual education at CSDR. 
More information about each 
area will be provided soon. 


-Alex Zernovoj 


VL2 Interactive Bilingual Storybook Apps 


The National Science Founda- 
tion-funded Science of Learning 
Center on Visual Language and 
Visual Learning (VL2) at Gallau- 
det University has developed 
two interactive bilingual story- 
book apps for the iPad: The Bao- 
bab and The Boy Who Cried Wolf. 
These apps are designed to facili- 
tate language acquisition and 
reading in all young children, 
especially deaf and hard of hear- 
ing children. The story is told via 
a real life person using ASL, 
accompanied by eye-catching 
animations, alongside English 


story text for reading along. 
There is also a glossary of signs. 
Melissa Malzkuhn, a California 


PRU there lived a curious and adventurous 
little girl. She loved climbing trees. Big, small, or 


skinny trees: she climbed them all! 


ae 


product, is the Digital Innova- 
tion and Media Strategies Man- 
ager for VL2. She says, “It was 


“Our goal is for 


important for us to create stories 
ae - imaginative, compelling, children to have 
and educational. Our goal is for 

children to have fun while devel- 
oping their language and reading 
skills in ASL and English.” The 


apps have been created by all- 


fun while 
developing their 
language and 
deaf teams. To buy the two apps, 
reading skills in 
ASL and English.” 


-Melissa Malzkuhn 


go to the iTunes store and search 
for the titles. For more infor- 
mation, please check out https:// 
www.gallaudet.edu/news/ 


the_baobab_app_release.html. 


ASL Science Videos 


Texas School for the Deaf’s 
outreach center, called the 
Educational Resource Center 
on Deafness (EH RCOD), has 
its own YouTube channel 
that is full of really awesome 
videos for both teachers and 
students to watch on a varie- 
ty of topics. The address for 
this YouTube channel is 
http://www.youtube.com/ 
user/E. RCO Dvideos. We es- 
pecially love the 


“KnowThat?!” episodes 
where two teachers explain 
science concepts in a clear, 
visually aesthetic way com- 
plete with special effects that 
are eye-catching. Topics they 
have covered so far include 
how far stars and planets are 
and electromagnetic colors, 
among others. Take a few 
minutes to check out the 
videos and enjoy! 


Websites you definitely should check out: 


Cubs 


CSDR Curriculum 


=> Over 3,000 Common Core-aligned lesson plans: http:// 


cc.betterlesson.com/common core 


Common Core Task Library: http:// 
schools.nyc.gov/Academics/CommonCoreLibrary/ 
TasksUnitsStudentWork/default.htm 


3044 Horace Street 
Riverside, CA 92506 


Phone: 951-824-8122 
Fax: 951-782-4477 


Curriculum Supervisor: Scarlett Valencia 


Partnership for 21st Century Skills: http:// 
www.p21.org/index.php 


Specialists: Melissa Brown, Darrin Green, Lisa 


Kuntzsch-Beck, Alex Zernovoj 


Librarian: Mary Margaret Kopcho 
Office Technician: Jean Pierre Ring 


Teach Like a Champion Strategy: Stretch It 


Wd 


The sequence of learning does 
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tool for differentiating. By e Another way 


not end with a right answer; tailoring questions to 


reward right answers with individual students, you can e Better word 


follow-up questions that meet students where they are 


extend knowledge and test for and push theminawaythat’s ® Evidence 


reliability. This technique is directly responsive to what 


e Integrate a related 


especially important for they’ve shown they can 


differentiating instruction. concept 


already do. 
Asking frequent, targeted, 


General categories of “stretch” © Same skill, new setting 


rigorous questions of students : oan 
é uestions include: 

Stretch It as they demonstrate mastery is q ie 
; e General to specific or 

a powerful and much simpler 


e How or why specific to general 


The College & Career Readiness Logo 


On the top of the Raincross 
logo on the left, you will see 
four ‘pillars.’ These pillars 
support students as they 
prepare for college and career 
readiness. There are four key 
factors which are essential to 
our school: School Culture, 
High Expectations, Profes- 
sional Learning, and Data 
Driven Decision Making. 
These factors are identified in 
the Atlantic’s article 
“Everything You Know 
About Education Is Wrong” 
by Jordan Weissmann (Dec, 
2011). 


The information is based on 
extensive data from 35 New 
York City charter schools, 
which generally cater to un- 
derprivileged and minority 
communities. The economist 
Roland Fryer had inter- 
viewed students, principals, 
and teachers, reviewed lesson 


plans, and watched classroom 
videos to try and pinpoint 
factors that correlated with 
higher test scores. In his 
findings, class size, per-pupil 
spending, and the number of 
teachers with certification or 
advanced degrees had noth- 
ing to do with student test 
scores in language and 
math. In fact, schools that 
poured in more resources 
actually got worse re- 

sults. The study mentioned 
that schools that focused on 
teacher development, data- 
driven instruction, creating a 
culture focused on student 
achievement, and setting 
high academic expectations 
consistently fared better. 


Teachers here at CSDR have 
been working collaboratively 
in PLCs with data that they 

have collected from learning 

outcomes. They focus on a 


variety of teaching methods 
to match their students’ 
needs. They are able to devel- 
op their own lesson plans 
which are suitable to meet 
learning outcomes. They are 
able to set high expectations 
for any student. Our school 
culture focuses on student 
achievement. Teachers are 
able to make decisions based 
on data to meet their stu- 
dents’ needs. 


Curriculum, Instruction, and 
Assessment & Accountability 
are the three domains that 
support our learning out- 
comes. Teachers receive sup- 
port from these domains for 
their classrooms. 


-Darrin Green 


Data Driven Decision Making 


(California School forthe Deaf- Riverside 


High Expectations 


Professional Learning 


College & Career Readiness 


